
The Lost Photos of Vietnam
by Al Fasoldt

 Al Fasoldt, long-time tech-

nology writer for The Post-

Standard, has compiled a selec-

tion of  his military photographs 

in a show called "The Lost Photos 

of  Vietnam," on display Nov. 1 to 

30 in the Central Library's 

Browse About, the library lobby 

on level 2 of  The Galleries of  

Syracuse, 447 S. Salina St.

 The photographs represent a 

handful of  the thousands  he took 

during 1966 and 1967 while a 

combat photographer and bureau 

chief  for Stars & Stripes, the U.S. 

military newspaper, in Vietnam. 

When he came back from Viet-

nam in 1967, he left his negatives 

behind, taking  home only about 

two dozen 8-by-10 prints and a 

collection of  contact prints of  

many of  the negatives.

 Long after American troops 

came home from Vietnam, he 

learned the Pentagon had ordered 

the destruction of  all the nega-

tives from Stars & Stripes photog-

raphers from the Vietnam War 

period. Determined to let the 

public see some form of  these 

pictures, he started an 18-month 

project to rescue his lost Vietnam 

photos. Making scans of  the 

handful of  8-by-10 prints was 

relatively simple, he said; many 

were damaged from four decades 

of  musty storage, but he had 

comparatively large images to 

work with.  But making any view-

able prints at all from the tiny 

contact prints proved difficult, he 

said. The originals are only 1 and 

5/8-by-1 inch, were made hap-

hazardly from negative strips and 

had no purpose other than quick 

identification of  each picture.

 By using today’s technology 

(good scanning and clever soft-

ware) and, "my long-standing 

determination to bring these pho-

tos to life," Fasoldt says he has 

"succeeded in producing prints 

that capture an era that must not 

be forgotten."

 Call  435-1900 or visit 

www.onlib.org. Library hours are 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday, Thurs-

day, Friday and Saturday, and 9 

a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Tuesday and 

Wednesday.

Reception: 
5:30-7:30 p.m.  

Wednesday,

Nov. 8, in the  Central 

Library’s Browse 

About in Syracuse. 

A soldier carries  a boy 
injured during the Viet-
nam War, circa 1966-
'67.
By Al Fasoldt 
afasoldt@twcny.rr.com
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